EAST OF ENGLAND ENVIRONMENT FORUM  

Forum Meeting, 29 April 2010

Government Office, Cambridge

Present:
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Andy Allen
AA
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Michael Allen
MA
Regional Stakeholder Executive

Stewart Bryant
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ALGAO
Jennifer Faulkner
JF
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Katharine Fletcher
KF
English Heritage

Judith Grice
JG
Groundwork

Jeremy Hill
JH
CPRE
Natalie Rothwell
NR
Environment Agency
Steve Scott
SS
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Catherine Weightman
CW
Regional Biodiversity Forum
Lawrence Wragg
LW
CPRE

Claire Jay (Minutes)
CJ
RSPB

Guests:

Jo Worley
JW
EELGA

	Agenda
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies  & introductions

Apologies:  Denise Carlo (STEER), Sarah Fraser (Natural England), Carolin Gohler (Civic Trust Societies), Jerry Hindle (Local Authority representative), Alan Marchant (BTCV), 
Lisa Roberts (GO-East)
Absent:  Andrea Kelly (Broads Authority), Corinne Meakins, Diane Millis (Woodland Trust), Johnathan Reynolds (EEDA), Keith Wade (ALGAO)

	

	2
	Minutes from the last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed.


	

	3
	Matters arising

 3.1 Natural England and CO2 
It was agreed to defer inviting Paul Hinds to attend a future meeting to talk about how Natural England have reduced their CO2 as an organisation.   

	

	
	3.2 Regional Strategy Board papers
All papers relating to the Regional Strategy Board pre 1 April 2010 are still accessible via the EERA website.  Papers after 1 April 2010 are accessible via the EELGA website.

Mark Gaynor (EEDA) has been appointed as Regional Strategy Board Manager.

	

	4
	Economic information proformas
The latest version of the EEEF members economic information document was circulated prior to the meeting.  There was discussion on how EEEF should use the information to influence the regional agenda and what format should be used to present the information.  It was agreed that data, such as membership, should be amalgamated into one regional figure to highlight the importance of EEEF in the region and being fit for purpose in the  new regional structure.
A small working group will take the economic information document forward to: 
· agree the text for a briefing paper for public use, incorporating a summary of the key facts

· circulate a draft by email for sign-off at the next meeting on 6 July

Action:  JH/KF/JF/AA to form a working group.  JH to co-ordinate the working group.

Action:  SB to obtain figures for the historic environment and forward to JH.


	JH/KF/JF/AA

SB

	5
	Regional Strategy Board : EEEF nominations to the Development & Implementation Boards
The Regional Strategy Board (RSB) has established five Development and Implementation Boards (DIBs) to provide the RSB with technical and professional expertise, and stakeholder views.  EEEF has been invited to nominate three representatives to sit on the Environment and Resources DIB.
It was agreed that John Sharpe (as Chair of EEEF), Steve Scott and Jeremy Hill should be the EEEF nominated representatives to sit on the Environment and Resources DIB, with Andy Allen, Lawrence Wragg and Jennifer Faulkner as alternates.

Action:  CJ to contact Colin Robertshaw (RSB Secretary) with the EEEF nominations for the Environment and Resources DIB.

	CJ

	6
	EEEF representation on the East of England Stakeholder Partnership Executive
MA is to stand down from the Stakeholder Partnership Executive.  It is important that EEEF nominate a replacement for MA on the Executive.  Following discussion, it was agreed that Lawrence Wragg should be nominated to replace MA.  

Dates of forthcoming meetings:

· Regional Stakeholder Executive – 25 May 2010, 10am at Victory House, Histon

· Regional Strategy Board – 10 June 2010 

· Regional Stakeholder Partnership – 20 July 2010 

The wider regional stakeholder partnership have responsibility for nominating members to the stakeholder executive.

Action:  MA to write to the Chair of the Stakeholder Partnership Executive (Michael Large) giving his resignation and nominating LW as his replacement.

	MA

	7
	Forestry Commission open habitats policy
A new policy has been announced to encourage removal of trees to form open habitats, while also increasing tree planting, ensuring the right trees are in the right place. 
The overall aspiration is to plant 10,000ha of new woodland per annum to help reduce greenhouse gases and removal of 1,000ha of woods and forest per annum to create open habitat for the benefit of wildlife.

Further clarity on how the policy will work is still needed.  A regional rollout will follow in due course.

Action:  SS to forward CJ the link to the new policy for circulation.


	SS



	8
	Updates
8.1  East of England Biodiversity Forum

· A workshop was held at the end of March on the Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Areas.  
· The England Biodiversity Group has published a new framework aimed at promoting large landscape scale areas.  Natural England has been appointed as the lead delivery body, with support from partners to deliver the project.  Individual Regional Biodiversity Partnerships have been tasked with identifying three landscape scale projects in their region.  The EEBF has identified the Brecks; the Fens; Suffolk Coast & Heaths.  The next steps for the project are not clear.

· The forum is currently looking at producing a habitat target leaflet for 2010–2015, but is having difficulty valuing baseline targets.


	

	
	8.2  Regional Landscape Forum

· A new planning policy statement: Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment (planning for the natural environment, green infrastructure, open space, sport, recreation and play) is currently out for consultation until 1 June 2010.  The statement embodies various PPSs (PPS9: PPG17 and parts of PPS7: PPG20).  

	

	
	8.3  Historic Environment Forum

· Discussion/mapping out the new regional structure.
· PPS 5: Planning for the Historic Environment setting out Government’s planning policies on conservation of the historic environment has been published.  This is a major step forward for the historic sector, with improved structure and protection of non-designated sites.

	

	
	8.4  East of England Rural Forum

· Pat Holtom is the new forum chair, replacing John Yates.

· The EERF have produced a rural white paper for the region.  The key objectives of the document are to influence key stakeholders; influence the three main political parties; and refocus priorities for the rural communities in the region.  The paper is currently at final draft stage for launch at the forum’s May annual conference.

	

	9
	Any other business
· Improvement East is a partnership of all authorities in the East of England and has over £1m to spend on projects in the forthcoming year.  Responsibility for project management has been given to representatives of Climate East and the East of England Local Government Association.  JW is part of the team involved from EELGA and is considering how an ecosystem project might be funded, eg a green infrastructure strategy, or delivery of a project at planning stage looking at building in an ecosystem approach.  Any suggestions of suitable projects taking place over the year should be forwarded to JW.  Projects should deliver good outcomes for climate change and community involvement.  Any suggestions to be forwarded to JW before the end of May.  
· Nick Carter has recently been appointed as Regional Local Wildlife Site Officer, based at Norfolk Wildlife Trust.  He will be looking at getting more sites into HLS.  The Trust will also be interviewing for a Regional Local Biodiversity Recorder

· Concern was raised at the absence of an EEEF website.  It was suggested that the options available to the forum should be discussed by the Economic Information Proforma working group and brought back to the next meeting.  EEEF finances will also be brought to the next meeting to see what funding might be available for set up of a website for the forum.


	

	10
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 6 July at GO-East office, Cambridge.


	


