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Government’s Vision 

The Vision: That the value of 
the historic environment is 
recognised by all who have 
power to shape it; that 
Government gives it proper 
recognition and that it is 
managed intelligently and in a 
way that fully realises its 
contribution to the economic, 
social and cultural life of the 
nation.



Government Policy 



PPS 5 Terminology

Conservation
“The process of maintaining 
and managing change to a 
heritage asset in a way that 
sustains and where 
appropriate enhances it 
significance.”



PPS 5 Terminology

Significance
“The value of a heritage asset 
to this and future generations 
because of its heritage 
interest.  That interest may be 
archaeological, architectural, 
artistic or historic.”



PPS 5 Policies

Policy HE1:  Heritage Assets and Climate Change
Policy HE2:  Evidence Base for Plan-Making
Policy HE3:  Regional and Local Planning Approaches
Policy HE4:  Permitted Development and Article 4 Directions
Policy HE5:  Monitoring Indicators
Policy HE6:  Information Requirements for Applications for Consent

Affecting Heritage Assets
Policy HE7:  Policy Principles Guiding the Determination of 

Applications for Consent Relating to All Heritage Assets
Policy HE8:  Additional Policy Principle Guiding the Consideration

of Applications for Consent Relating to Heritage Assets 
that  are not Covered by Policy HE9

Policy HE9:  Additional Policy Principles Guiding the Consideration of 
Applications Relating to Designated Heritage Assets

Policy HE10: Additional Policy Principles Guiding Setting
Policy HE11: Enabling Development
Policy HE12: Policy Principles Guiding the Recording of Information



PPS 5 Policy HE1

Local planning authorities should identify 
opportunities to mitigate , and adapt to, the effects 
of climate change…by seeking the reuse and, 
where appropriate, the modification of heritage 
assets so as to reduce carbon emissions…

Where proposal …have a potentially negative 
effect on heritage assets, the lpa should help the 
applicant to identify feasible solutions that deliver 
similar climate change mitigation but with less or 
no harm…

Where conflict between climate change objectives 
and the conservation of heritage assets is 
unavoidable, the public benefit of mitigating the 
effects of climate change should be weighed 
against the harm….



EH Guidance on Climate Change



EH Guidance on Climate Change



EH Guidance on Climate Change



EH guidance on location of panels



Location of Panels



EH Guidance on Climate Change



EH Guidance on Climate Change



Replacement Windows



PPS 5 Policy HE2

Regional and local planning authorities 
should ensure that they have evidence about 
the historic environment and heritage assets 
in their area and that this is publicly 
documented…

Local planning authorities should either 
maintain or have access to a historic 
environment record.

Local planning authorities should use the 
evidence to assess the type, numbers, 
distribution, significance and condition of 
heritage assets and the contribution that they 
may make to the environment now and in the 
future….



English Heritage Guidance



PPS 5 Policy HE4

Local planning 
authorities should 
consider whether the 
exercise of permitted 
development rights 
would undermine the 
aims for the historic 
environment.  If it 
would, local planning 
authorities should 
consider the use of 
an article 4 direction 
to ensure any 
development is given 
due consideration.



EH Guidance on Article 4’s



PPS 5 Policy HE6

HE6.1 Local planning authorities should 
require an applicant to provide a 
description of the significance of the 
heritage assets affected and the 
contribution of their setting to that 
significance…

HE6.2 This information should be set 
out in the application….

HE6.3 Local planning authorities should 
not validate applications where the 
extent of the impact of the proposal on 
the significance of any heritage assets 
affected cannot adequately be 
understood form the application….



EH Guidance: Conservation Principles

Principal 1: The historic environment is a 
shared resource

Principal 2: Everyone should be able to 
participate in sustaining the 
historic environment

Principal 3: Understanding the significance 
of places is vital

Principal 4: Significant places should be 
managed to sustain their values

Principal 5: Decisions about change must be 
reasonable, transparent and 
consistent

Principal 6: Documenting and learning from 
decisions is essential



EH Guidance: Conservation Principles

Assessing Heritage Significance

•Understand the fabric and evolution of the place

•Identify who values the place, and why they do 
so

•Relate identified heritage values to the fabric of 
the place

•Consider the relative importance of those 
identified values

•Consider the contribution of associated objects 
and collections

•Consider the contribution made by setting and 
context

•Compare the place with other places sharing 
similar values

•Articulate the significance of the place



EH Guidance: Understanding Place



EH Guidance: Understanding Place



EH Guidance: Understanding Place

Outline Assessment (Level 1)

Based on historic maps supplemented by field 
observations (maybe by vehicle)

Rapid Assessment (Level 2)

Carried out on foot and based on external 
observations of the whole area.  Rely on 
extensive use of historic maps and directories 
but the full range of primary source will not be 
exploited systematically.

Detailed Assessment (Level 3)

Systematic documentary research and 
completion of individual building records.  Most 
records made from external observation but 
some internal inspection may be needed.



PPS 5 Policy HE7

HE7.4 Local planning authorities 
should take into account the 
desirability of sustaining and 
enhancing the significance of the 
heritage asset, and of utilising 
their positive role in place-
shaping…

HE7.5 Local planning authorities 
should take into account the 
desirability of new development 
making a positive contribution to 
the character and local 
distinctiveness of the historic 
environment…



Sustaining and Enhancing



PPS 5 Policy HE9

HE9.1 There should be a 
presumption in favour of the 
conservation of designated heritage 
assets and the more significant the 
heritage asset, the greater the 
presumption in favour if its 
conservation should be.  Once lost, 
heritage assets cannot be replaced 
and their loss has a cultural, 
environmental, economic and social 
impact.  Significance can be 
harmed or lost through alteration or 
destruction of the heritage asset or 
development within its setting….



Other EH Publications



Other EH Publications
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Other EH Publications



Questions

www.helm.org.uk

david.grech@english-heritage.org.uk


